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behold, the mountain was full
of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha. They saw the
Glory of God that day.
So my friends, I ask, “How
are your eyes?” Are they
opened to see Him in your job,
your boss, and your children? Do you see Him at work
in your finances, your ministry,
in the depths of your personal
issues? You can. Simply join
your voice with all the other
blind in heart praying: “Lord,
we would receive our sight”.
Written by:
Martha Rodman

Helpful Resources
Grace Based Parenting by Tim Kimmell Are you seeking direction in getting the parenting thing right? In
Grace-based Parenting, you'll find a refreshing new look at parenting based on the example of the ultimate child
and family expert - God. Rejecting rigid rules and checklists that don't work, Dr. Kimmel recommends a parenting
style that mirrors God's love, reflects His forgiveness, and displaces fear as a motivator for behavior. As you embrace the grace God offers, you begin to give it, nurturing your family and creating a solid foundation for growing
morally strong and spiritually motivated children.

Revolutionary Parenting by George Barna What are the key factors that will make a difference in the spiritual
lives of your children? Barna surveyed thriving adult Christians and discovered the essential steps their parents
took to shape childhood character. He reveals surprising information about popular parenting tactics and shows you
how to instill a vibrant commitment to Christ in your kids.
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Leadership Encouragement
The Blessings of Not Knowing it All!
One of the struggles leaders face is the pressure to “know it all”. People ask all sorts of questions, and we can find
ourselves quickly out of our areas of “expertise”. Knowing how to respond to such questions—even if we are the
ones asking ourselves is thought provoking.
Not knowing the answer at that immediate moment does not mean that we will never know the answer. Simply saying, “I can help you find out”, “Sister So and So knows quite a bit about that, why don’t you ask her”; “Let’s agree in
prayer God will show you”, or finally the humble admission: “I don’t know” are all good answers.
Darryl and I were driving to church and I began to think about the blessing of NOT knowing it all.
Here are the results of my musings!
The Blessings of Not Knowing it All!
1. You get to practice those research skills you learned in High School.
2. It helps the economy: authors, publishers, lumber mills and the rest of the food chain stay employed.
3. It helps librarians hone their skills.
4. It gives someone else the opportunity to share their expertise.
5. It adds to your prayer list.
6. It helps you practice humility.
7. You might learn something.
8. You might learn something that will help you!
9. It is a good example for your children.
10. It frees other people you work with to Not to Have to Know Everything as well.
11. Learning keeps your mind active—works as a deterrent to dementia!

Real Women! Email Version Available: Sign Up Now
Real Women! is expanding! Due to a number of requests, Real Women will soon be available to be
received by email. You must email your desire to receive this edition.
The Benefits:
Receive your personal copy sooner!
Email it to others.
Real
Women

Have back issues in your archives, if needed for reference.
If you wish a hard copy—just press your print button and you can have your own copy!
It will also save us some money and allow us to be more effective in reaching people.

Those of you who desire to receive Real Women Email Version must send an email requesting the email version.
Please include your name and current mailing address, and the email address in which you wish to receive Real
Women Email Version to Martha@impart.org .
We promise we will never give out this address to anyone else.

Building Together Across Generations
Psalm 127:3-5
Sons are a heritage from the Lord, Children a reward from him
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Like arrows in the hands of a warrior, Are sons born in one’s youth
Blessed the man whose quiver is full of them
They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate
Most parents are almost too aware of the major enemies their children must face as
they leave home. Yet at the same time many seem to be clueless and almost paralyzed on
how to prepare their children to contend with these enemies. How comforting to know that
our children can be so prepared that when they contend with their enemies in the gate they
will not be ashamed. Preparation of their hearts and lives within the sanctuary of their home
secures these victories.

Encouraging
Entertaining
Edifying
Excellent
Established

One of the clues in this chapter on how children are prepared to contend is the analogy of
our children being like “arrows in the hand of a warrior”. The warrior is most aware of his
enemies. He fashions and forms his arrows to hit their mark, knowing that it could mean the
difference between life and death. He works with a stick, but he does not simply see a
“stick”. He sees the arrow that it will become through hard work, time and effort. Each arrow
was hand shaped, with its purpose in mind. Would it become an arrow for large game? Small
game? Or would it be used in actual combat? The purpose for the arrow was never far from
the arrow maker’s mind. They were part of the warrior’s armor for survival.
Children are not born straight, honed and ready to be launched. They need much personal
handling to remove extra bumps and blemishes that would prevent them from hitting the target God has planned for them. Instruction, training and working with the “stick” turns the
unformed child into an arrow which can be shot with purpose and intention. The arrow maker
works with the bent of the stick using the pressure of his hand or some heat to straighten the
arrow. This takes time and patience.
God forms and shapes each child in their mothers womb, mysteriously mixing His call and
purpose with the two parents genetic material to form a person with destiny. Wise parents
begin to pray for insight as they watch to see how their child is “bent”, working with God
given personality, talents and dreams. Arrow makers strive to make a well balanced arrow.
Parents need to consider the same.
Children need help in all aspects of life. Some seem more practical and some more spiritual.
But all are important for a healthy, balanced adult. The areas of learning how to be a good
friend, how to make decisions (plus deal with their consequences), as well as helping children
learn the value of money all will give them an edge when they face “enemies of the gate”. It
is vitally important children are taught how to handle their God-given emotions. Allowing
them to acknowledge that God gave them the ability to be happy, sad and even mad, will
equip them to succeed in the real world outside the gates of their home. Children, who are
trained to control their anger, not let their anger control them will be much more successful in
the work place, in marriage and in their life generally.
Help children learn how to make decisions. Help them learn to deal with poor choices and
examine the fruit of those choices. This adds value to their lives. Teaching them to face honestly their own strengths and weaknesses with grace is vitally important. Learning how to
handle their feelings will help fortify them from the temptation find refuge in drugs, alcohol
or sex.
Sound overwhelming? Don’t worry! You have been gifted to do this. We must release our
faith that God has placed this child in your life because He knows you can raise them. Effectual parenting necessitates a leaning on the Holy Spirit for wisdom, guidance as well as grace.
There are many books available to help bring understanding to the different ways children
learn, deal with their fears and approach life during the different stages of their development.
What if you feel that some of those areas still need work in your own life? As parents and
leaders, we must conquer our own enemies to help our children face theirs. The Holy Spirit is
there to do that work in us as well. He will probably use our kids to help us learn those lessons. Because the best teacher is our example, and they are watching.
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